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tested. "We really haven't all suddenly got Hitler-drunk.
We can see the man's limitations and weaknesses clearly
enough. But there are two considerations that compel us to
accept Hitler and his cohorts. To permit the tension to go
on between Nazism and some other form of German pat-
riotism would mean keeping open a cleavage that would be
very dangerous if there should be any likelihood of war.
And, still more important, we are the executors and the
beneficiaries of the Revolution, the universal, worldwide
revolution, and perhaps it is we who will make an end of it.**

"Everybody," I replied, "knows how to cover up his
capitulation with fine phrases. It is clear now what has
happened. At first we all said, "Let's hold our hand. When
the man has done his job we'll see whether to sack him or
keep him on.* And the simple truth now is, that in our irreso-
lution we have allowed the man to get so strong that there's
no longer any possibility of deposing him,"

"May be," replied my friend, "but that's not quite the
whole story. We had our cautious colleagues. They were all
against experimenting; they were for setting limits to our
aims and claiming nothing beyond the restoration of our
pre-war position. They were the disciples of the Bismarck
school, the semi-revolutionaries. We also had the men who
imagined they were revolutionaries. Their idea was to go
ahead tentatively until firm resistance was discovered- But
when would that be? Where is it going to show itself? And
finally we have the radicals, who answer that there is not
going to be any real resistance. eThe existing order is in pro-
cess of collapse. Apart from that, we are masters of a tech-
nique with which we can break all resistance/ That is their
contention, aad logic is on their side, for progressive radi-
calization is the law of all revolutions- Hitler manages
always to work himself to the head of the radicals. Anyhow,
whatever explanation we may reason out after the event,
the fact is there and there is no altering it. The only thing
left to us is to play the revolutionary game. There's no more^
possibility of opposition/*

"So  he's  done  the  trick,   the  German  Napoteoaf * 1
exclaimed*  "He has made every opponent toe the KucP*

"Shall I give away his dodge to you?    He i^as simply